
Contents 
 

 Events and News 
o Branch Meeting: Tech Trek 
o Save the Date! 

 President’s Corner 

 Membership 

 Coalition on Homelessness 

 Conversation Cafés 

 Interest Groups 
o Book Groups 

 Daytime 
 Evening 

o Diggers and Delvers 
o Genealogy 
o Not So Fast Food Group 
o Papercrafters 

 Stay Connected with AAUW 

 Communications Team/Editors’ Note 

 Calendar 

 
P.O. Box 65303, Tacoma, WA 98464      http://tacoma-wa.aauw.net/ 

“By Joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through economic and educational barriers so that 
all women have a fair chance.” 

 
October 2017 

Events and News 

Meet the Young Scientists - Our Tech Trek Campers 

When? Saturday October 21, 2017, 10 a.m. to Noon 
Where? 505 Broadway (Dana Johnson’s building),  

Tacoma 

The October branch meeting will be the annual opportunity 
for branch members to meet the fabulous Tacoma branch 
Tech Trek campers and learn about their experiences 
directly from each of them. We’ve invited campers and their 
parents to meet you! Come at 10—there will be 
refreshments and time to mix and mingle.  

Tech Trek, a project of AAUW 
Washington, is a weeklong residential 
STEM camp. With support from the branch mission project fund, 
the Dimmer Family Foundation, the Norcliffe Foundation and 
Tacoma branch members we sponsored 16 talented girls from the 
Tacoma, University Place, and Bethel school districts. Twelve went 
to camp at PLU, July 9-15 and 3 to the Eastern camp at Eastern 
Washington University July 31- August 6. There they took core 
classes, a wide variety of mini labs, enjoyed field trips and met 



successful role models with careers in science, mathematics, technology and 
engineering. Survey results show the camp was a great success in encouraging girls to 
continue their studies in STEM fields.  

This meeting will also be an opportunity to learn how you can help make this great 
AAUW project a success for 2018. Branch volunteers contact teachers, recruit 
applications from 7th grade girls, interview them (such an interesting part of the 
process) and select the girls who get to be campers! We depend on donations from 
individual members to make Tech Trek a success for area girls. We must also supply 
either a dorm monitor or student counselor for every 8 girls we want to send; Judy 
Cichowitz will share her experiences as a Dorm Monitor at the Eastern camp in 2017. 
You or someone you know may be interested in 
volunteering at the camp and working with the 
girls directly.  

Directions: 505 Broadway is located in 
downtown Tacoma between 4th and 6th 
Avenues. Parking is often a challenge so it’s a 
good idea to carpool if you can. Come to the 
front door and someone will let you in and 
escort you to the meeting room where there is a 
lovely view of the Foss Waterway and the Mountain. 

************************************************************************ 

Save the Date! (And notice: it’s not the third Saturday, like usual!) 

AAUW Tacoma November Branch meeting: 

A Legislative Update from Reps. Laurie Jinkins (27th) & Christine Kilduff (28th) 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tacoma Public Library 
Olympic Room 
  



President’s Corner 

It was inspiring to visit KBTC for our tri-branch AAUW 
September meeting. We had a great turnout, and listening to 
our speaker, DeAnne Hamilton, KBTC’s General Manager, 
made me really think about the key role public broadcasting 
plays in promoting informed civil discourse, something we all 

agree is needed now more than ever. Her presentation was followed by a tour, led by 
Frank van Gelder, Corporate Support Manager. The new building on Bates Technical 
College’s 19th Street Campus is very impressive, as is their post-graduation hiring rates. I 
am convinced that for many women, solid technical education will prove to be a wise 
choice in advancing their career opportunities.  

A huge thank you is due to Peg Dempsey and Phyllis Izant, our VPs of Programming, for 
arranging such a great program. I am inspired to explore how my employer, the 
Washington State Historical Society, can partner with KBTC as they prepare to air Ken 
Burns’ and Lynne Novak’s documentary series, “The Vietnam War,” next spring. I’ve just 
completed watching it on KCTS, and I agree with what DeAnne Hamilton said: it is an 
experience that offers the potential for community education and discussion, bringing 
us closer together.  

Our October program will be equally inspiring! We are 
going to hear about the successful 2017 AAUW Tech 
Trek camps, both east and west. I hope you can be 
there. 

There are a lot of things to be concerned about right now, from natural disasters to 
political crises. I am so thankful that AAUW holds steady in our clear commitment to 
promoting the welfare of and educational opportunities for women and girls. 

~ Susan Hesselgrave, President 

 

  



Membership 

Membership News October 2017 

Thank you to the 10 members who renewed since our last newsletter! If you haven’t yet 
renewed your AAUW membership, you can do so at Renew! AAUW Member Services 
Database. Questions or problems? Please contact Carol Rikerd. 

Happy Birthday wishes to our October-born members! 

Have a birthday in October, but don’t see your 
name here? Please contact Carol Rikerd with your 
date of birth, so that we can celebrate you, too! 

 Joye Bucklin  

 Helen Ellingson 

 Linda Farmer 

 Dana Johnson 

 Dorothy McBride 

 Marion Sharp 

AAUW History: The Beginnings of a Movement 

In 1882, Marion Talbot, along with her college mentor, Ellen Swallow Richards, founded 
what is known today as the American Association of University Women (AAUW). At that 
very first meeting, 65 women college graduates met and officially formed the 
Association of Collegiate Alumnae to “unite in practical educational work.” 

Who Was Marion Talbot? 

Marion Talbot, born in 1858, earned the Artium Baccalaureus 
(1880) and Artium Magister (1882) degrees from Boston 
University. She also earned a Bachelor of Science degree from 
MIT in 1888, in the newly-developed academic discipline of 
domestic science.  

Marion taught domestic science at Wellesley College and was 
an assistant professor in the department of Social Science and 
Anthropology at the University of Chicago, where she was also 
the first Dean of Women.  

https://www.aauw.org/login/?redirect_to=/aauw_redirect/wp_redirect_msd.php
https://www.aauw.org/login/?redirect_to=/aauw_redirect/wp_redirect_msd.php


On November 28, 1881, Marion and Ellen Swallow Richards met in Boston with 15 
alumnae representing eight colleges to discuss the needs of college-educated women. In 
addition to broadening opportunities and assisting other women in higher education, 
they discussed the formation of the Association of Collegiate Alumnae (ACA).  

The Timeline of Events 

On January 14, 1882, sixty-five alumnae of eight colleges joined together to formally 
establish the Association of Collegiate Alumnae, the predecessor to the American 
Association of University Women. At this meeting, attendees drafted the Articles of 
Incorporation, which outlined the purpose of the organization: “For practical education 
work, for collection and publication of statistical and other information concerning 
education, and in general, for the maintenance of high standards of education.”   

In 1883, another group of women formed the Western Association of Collegiate 
Alumnae (WACA) at the University of Chicago, since the ACA had thus far only met in 
Boston. 

In 1884, the branch structure was created and branches were admitted as local groups, 
with the provision that they carry on the work of the larger association, in addition to 
their independent work. Washington, D.C. was home to the first branch. New York, 
Pacific (San Francisco), Philadelphia, and Boston branches were formed in 1886. 

In 1885,the ACA issued its first research report in conjunction with the Massachusetts 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor. The report, Health Statistics of Women College Graduates, 
established that, contrary to popular belief, women’s health is not adversely affected by 
attending college.  

In 1888, the first fellowship was awarded to Ida Street by WACA. WACA and ACA 
merged in October 1889. Ten years later, in April 1899, the Legislature of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts granted corporate status to the ACA as a legal entity 
under state law. The Articles of Incorporation written in 1882 became the ACA 
Constitution.  

- From AAUW.org: Our History (http://history.aauw.org/) 

  



Imagine Marion Today… 

Here’s what Marion Talbot’s information would look like in our current member 
directory: 

 

 

 

 

 
~ Carol Rikerd, Membership 

 

Coalition of AAUW Partners Tackles Homelessness in Pierce County 

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County (LWVT-
PC), together with the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW), National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), and Restoring the American Dream 
(RAD) are hosting a community simulation workshop, or CoLab, 
on the subject of homelessness. At this event, many stakeholders 
will collaborate on generating creative new ideas to address the 
homelessness issue within Pierce County. We recognize that 
despite the effort and resources currently being put toward 
addressing homelessness in Pierce County, there remains a 
growing need and a critical number of unserved individuals. 

In the workshop, invited participants will identify their interests, 
define current barriers to reducing homelessness, brainstorm potential solutions to 
remove those barriers, and describe the roles that various jurisdictions and stakeholders 
could play in implementing those solutions. While this is very bold approach, the 
sponsoring organizations believe this can generate fresh, new, successful solutions.  

By gathering the diverse perspectives of several dozen individuals from local community 
and government agencies, citizens, and students in a role-playing strategic planning 
exercise, the CoLab’s goals are to: 

Talbot, Marion 
Join Date: 1882 
Boston, Massachusetts 
No telephone, contact by postal mail or telegraph 
College: Boston University, BA, MA; Massachusetts Institute of Technology, BS Domestic 
Science 
Birthday: 7/31/58 [that’s 1858!]     Member #: 1 
 



 Present the general public with an overview of the homeless situation in Pierce 
County,  

 Develop several innovative proposals for practical, near-term actions which 
could significantly help address the homelessness challenges in Pierce County, 

 Organize action teams to begin implementation of those ideas, and 

 Directly inform senior officials and community leaders of these perspectives and 
action proposals. 

This workshop will be on the afternoon/evening of Friday, October 20 and all day 
Saturday, October 21. It will culminate in a presentation of the ideas generated and how 
they could be achieved to local elected officials and media. Dorothy McBride and Carol 
Rikerd represent Tacoma branch on the planning committee for this event. We’ll update 
members next month on the outcomes. 

~ Dorothy McBride 
 

Conversation Ca  fés

Missing Hot Topics?? [Our MeetUp group on current events] 

Then the Conversation Cafés may be for you. One of the 
great things about participating in a conversation café is 
that, thanks to the rules in place about how the 
conversation should flow, you can express your opinions 
without being interrupted! There are so many interesting 
people to meet, as well. Conversation cafés are sponsored by Tacoma AAUW and our 
partners, the League of Women Voters, NAACP253, and RAD Team Tacoma. There will 
be two cafés in October to share ideas about the future of public education. 

Monday, October 16, 6:30 pm 
Mama Stortini’s Milan Room 
3207 East Main 
Puyallup, WA  

Wednesday, October 18, 2:00 pm 
Denny’s Restaurant, Community Room 
5924 6th Avenue 
Tacoma, WA 

 

COME TO THE CAFÉ!! 

  



Interest Groups (MeetUps) 

Book Groups 

Daytime 

The Daytime Book Group will meet at 10 am on Wednesday, October 25 
at Connie Dunkelberger’s home to discuss Hillbilly Elegy by J. D. Vance. 
The reviewer will be announced.  

Evening 

The Evening Book Group will meet on Monday, October 23 at 6:30pm 
to discuss The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe. LesLee 
Eicher will review, and Mary Garrett will host.  

 

 

 

Diggers and Delvers 

The Diggers and Delvers will not meet in October but will meet in 
November for the Lakewold Gardens Beautiful Tables Showcase on 
November 3rd. Let Jane know if you wish to attend. 

 

Genealogy and Family History Group 

The Genealogy group will meet Friday, October 13, at 
1 pm at the Family History Center (FHC) at the LDS 
church at 12th & Pearl, 5915 S. 12th.  

The FHC is completely renovated, reflecting the 
change from microfilm to digital. They’ve also 
increased their hours of operation. 

The Salt Lake City Library is working at an astounding 
pace getting microfilms converted to digital images 
and indexed. An FHC staff member will explain the 



changes, and guide us through using the expanding ‘wiki’ Family Search features to 
access information. FHC offers free access to multiple subscription genealogy database 
sites. We can also bring our own laptops or tablets and access all the databases through 
their wireless system. Join us, and bring your genealogy research questions. 

Pre-meeting lunch for those who can attend will be at I-Hop, James Center, 1802 S 
Mildred, at 11:30.  

Not So Fast Food Group 

The NSFFG will celebrate Oktoberfest at Rhein Haus 
Tacoma on Oct 19th. It is located at 649 Division Ave. 
Please contact Jane Hahn if you wish to come. 
Remember that friends and family are always 
welcome!  

Papercrafters 

Papercrafters will meet on October 12th at the Lakewood 
Presbyterian Church (8601 104th Street SW, Lakewood). We 
will meet from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Bring your own project, 
as well as a brown bag lunch or snack. Coffee and tea are 
available. For information and directions contact Connie 
Dunkelberger 253 565 7518. 
 

 

Stay Connected with AAUW! 

Check your email for the latest copy of the AAUW-WA Evergreen Leader, or get it here: 
http://aauw-wa.aauw.net/. 

The AAUW Tacoma Website is the place to go to learn about our branch. There is an 
officers list with contact information, a summary of the interest groups (including the 
reading lists for both book groups), our mission statement, community involvement and 
branch goals and a members’ center with a newsletter archive, branch bylaws, forms, 
and membership benefits. http://tacoma-wa.aauw.net/ 

http://aauw-wa.aauw.net/
http://tacoma-wa.aauw.net/


AAUW Tacoma Facebook has daily updates of AAUW and other community events, as 
well as other items of interest. Feel free to add items of interest, as well as comment 
and ‘like’. Check it out at https://www.facebook.com/AAUW.Tacoma/. 

AAUW Tacoma MeetUp. The goal of MeetUp is to help “people find others who share 
their interest or cause, and form lasting, influential, local community groups that 
regularly meet face-to-face.” AAUW Tacoma uses this tool for community outreach and 
many of our newer members have found us this way. It is also a wonderful way to see 
all of our upcoming meetings in one place and to receive reminders. 
http://www.meetup.com/AAUW-Tacoma/ 

AAUW Washington Pinterest. Do you “pin”? Have you ever wondered what other 
Washington Branches are reading in their book groups or what other types of interest 
groups are out there? Check out AAUW Washington State’s Pinterest Page at 
http://www.pinterest.com/AAUWWA/  

Useful links 

AAUW Washington State Website http://aauw-wa.aauw.net/ 

AAUW Washington State Facebook https://www.facebook.com/aauw.washington 

AAUW Washington State Tech Trek http://techtrek-wa.aauw.net/ 

AAUW National Website http://www.aauw.org/ 

AAUW National Facebook https://www.facebook.com/AAUW.National 

AAUW Tech Trek Facebook https://www.facebook.com/AAUWTechTrek

Communications Team Note 

We welcome your ideas for interest groups, activities, priorities, recruitment, and anything 
else! Our goal is to attract new members by expanding our social media presence (Facebook 
and Website). We’d like to use our MeetUp Tool to reach out to other Tacoma-area groups.  

Editors’ Note 

Please send notices of events and news to the newsletter team at 
aauwtacomanewsletter@gmail.com. You can send photos as well. Please send by the 16th of 
the month unless otherwise noted. We reserve the right to edit as we see fit. 
 
~Mary Letterman and LesLee Eicher, AAUW WA Communications Co-Chairs 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AAUW.Tacoma
http://www.meetup.com/AAUW-Tacoma/
http://www.pinterest.com/AAUWWA/
http://aauw-wa.aauw.net/
https://www.facebook.com/aauw.washington
http://techtrek-wa.aauw.net/
http://www.aauw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AAUW.National
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWTechTrek
https://www.facebook.com/AAUW.Tacoma
http://tacoma-wa.aauw.net/
http://www.meetup.com/AAUW-Tacoma/
mailto:aauwtacomanewsletter@gmail.com


 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 AAUW Board 
Meeting –  
4 p.m. 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11  12 PaperCrafters 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

13 Genealogy 
and Family 
History Group 
– 1 p.m. 

14  

15  16 
Conversation 
Café –  
6:30 p.m. – 
Mama Stortini’s 
Café, Puyallup 

17  18 Conversation 
Café – 2:00 p.m. 
– Denny’s 6th 
Ave., Tacoma  

19 Not So Fast 
Food Group - 
Rhein Haus, 
Tacoma 

20  21 AAUW 
Tacoma Branch 
Meeting –  
10 a.m. – Meet 
Our Tech Trek 
Campers 

22  23 Evening 
Book Group – 
6:30 p.m. –  
The End of Your 
Life Book Club 
by Will 
Schwalbe 

24  25 Daytime 
Book Group – 
10 a.m. - Hillbilly 
Elegy by J. D. 
Vance 
 

26  27  28 

29  30  31  1  2  3 Diggers and 
Delvers - 
Lakewold 
Gardens 
Beautiful 
Tables 
Showcase 

4  

 


